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year currently. Also, Los Angeles used to have well over 1,000 homicides per year in the 
early 1990s but is now averaging less than 500.

Child Abuse and Neglect
Rates of child abuse and neglect have decreased in the last few decades, probably due to 
more acknowledgment and awareness.72 It is well known that in traditional times, police 
and other law enforcement felt that domestic issues should be best handled at the home. 
It should be noted that any citizen can make an anonymous claim about child abuse or 
neglect; to do so, they should call their local child protection agency. However, individu-
als working in a professional capacity must reveal their identity and agency if they report 
such accusations of abuse or neglect.

Several agencies have been created at the national level to measure rates of child 
abuse and to provide helpful services in such cases. One of the most prominent is 
the Attorney General’s Defending Childhood Initiative, which is administered by  
the federal Office of Juvenile Justice and Delinquency Prevention (OJJDP), 
and its role is primarily to increase awareness about the long-term influence of  
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FIGURE 1.4

Note: “Other” includes American Indian or Alaska Native, Asian, and Native Hawaiian or Other Pacific Islander.

Source: Crime in the U.S. 2014. FBI. Expanded Homicide Data Table 6.


